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        2011-12
          MEETING

SCHEDULE

September 12, 2011
Meeting

October 4, 2011
Fall Luncheon

November 14, 2011
Meeting

December 2011
No Meeting

January 9, 2012
Meeting

February 13, 2012
Meeting

March 12, 2012
Meeting

April 9, 2012
Meeting

May 8, 2012
Spring Luncheon

June 11, 2012
Executive/Advisory

Committee Closing Activity
Place TBA

All meetings will be held on
the second Monday of the month

in the Faculty Lounge
at Polytechnic High School. 

Meetings begin at 10 a.m.

If there are any changes,
members will be advised by phone. 
Anyone unable to attend a meeting

is asked to notify the President.
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Luncheon Chair

Marie Bessicks______________

Newsletter Co-Editors this issue

Anna Boston                   	   Carolyn Boston

Change of Address Notice
(Please Print)

Your Name ____________________________________
Previous Address _______________________________
_____________________________________________
New Address __________________________________
_____________________________________________

Mail to: Phyllis Purnell, 1 Orkney Ct., Baltimore, MD 21212

MRSPA
The only organization that works to preserve

the pensions of Baltimore City Public School Retirees.
$35.00 entitles you to membership in MRSPA and ABCPSR.

Join through dues deduction and receive a $5.00 discount.
MRSPA: 8379 Piney Orchard Parkway, Odenton, MD 21113

410.551.1517

•• HELP ••
JOIN A COMMITTEE – SHARE YOUR IDEAS

For More Information, Call RSVP 410-361-9400
or Daphne C. Hicks 410-361-9401

President’s Message
Dear ABCPSR Members,

Good News!!!! Our pension system will not be turned over to 
Baltimore City this year. We do not know what next year will bring 
and we have to be ready. With our membership growing, we will be 
stronger.

This marks the end of my first year in office. I thank you for all of 
your encouragement and the ABCPSR committees for their support. 
Our members are terrific!

Looking back at our 2010-2011 year, we accomplished quite a lot. 
To name a few:

1. We made donations to three of our city schools in the amounts 
    of $1000 each to enhance their programs.

2. We provided a consumer workshop to inform you of different 
    resources available.

3. We started a monthly Bingo Club at Emerald Estates.

4. We gave the “Teacher of the Year” an award and recognized
     Dr. Roy F. Knight, for his many years of dedication and service.

5. We held a pre-retirement workshop for prospective retirees.

The MRSPA will hold its statewide convention at the Wisp Hotel 
and Conference Center in McHenry, Maryland in September.

The ABCPSR is sponsoring another trip to New York. See the flyer 
in this newsletter.

Welcome to the 2011-2012 ABCPSR year!!!!

Best Wishes!

Phyllis Purnell

,

,
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On Monday, July 11, 2011, President Purnell initiated a New Members Reception. The purpose was to 
familiarize new members with the committees which help to make ABCPSR work efficiently. The new 
members who attended were: William Van Arnam, Angela J. Hill, Joseph Kellner, Cynthia D. Mooring, and 
Gloria Pope. Our new membership chair, Barbara l. Blackwell also attended.

Many committees reported explaining their purposes and most recent activities. 

Our regular meeting place at Polytechnic Institute, Room 23 was a great setting for sharing a light buffet 
lunch and warm fellowship among the participants.

Our organization, the ABCPSR, has joined the United Seniors of Maryland. There is power in numbers. 
Here are some of the reasons we joined:

Today, more than ever, USM has a vital role to play in ensuring the well being of Maryland seniors. The 
senior population is growing, almost exponentially. Already, the total number of Maryland seniors exceeds 
the total number of students enrolled in public schools.

This is happening while the State’s revenues are shrinking! And, because of shrinking revenues, available 
funding to support those seniors who need assistance is shrinking.

There are many groups in the State that have an interest in senior issues. Working alone, each can only do 
so much; working together, we can do much more. The organization and individual members that make up 
United Seniors of Maryland are poised to play an even more vital role as the premier Maryland consortium 
of advocates for seniors.

Taken together, the member organizations reach out to more than 2.5 million Marylanders. Member 
organizations include state and local governments, non-profits, associations, area agencies on aging, unions, 
provider groups interested in the welfare of seniors, retirement communities, and other consumer groups. 
They, along with hundreds of individual members, can, and will, affect the well being of Maryland seniors.

USM is vibrant and growing. We invite you to join with us in making Maryland the best place in the country 
for seniors.

(Reprinted from United Seniors of Maryland, copyright 2011)
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NEW MEMBERS RECEPTION 
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NRTA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

TAKING SOCIAL SECURITY CHANGES OFF THE TABLE FOR DEBT REDUCTION

AARP CEO A. Barry Rand offered the following statement on possible debt and deficit reduction 
proposals that include the adoption of superlative or chained Consumer Price Index (CPI) that 
would impact Social Security and other benefits.

Let me be clear. AARP will not accept any cuts of any kind to Social Security as part of a deal to pay the 
nation’s bills, and specific proposals such as the chained CPI should not be considered as part of the debt 
ceiling or deficit reduction negotiations.

How Can You Get Involved? Go to www.aarp.org/protectseniors for more information on AARP’s 
involvement in the debt reduction debate.



Did You Know:
- that the chorus was organized in 1994?

- that the chorus has given renditions at every Spring and Fall Luncheon?

- that the chorus sang at the MRTA convention in Ocean City, Maryland in 2000?

- that the chorus sang at the War Memorial Building, Baltimore City?

- that the chorus recorded a tape and sent one to the White House and President George W. Bush 

  acknowledged the copy?

AN INVITATION FOR YOU 
You are invited to join members of ABCPSR on the second Thursday of the month from 1:30 to 3:00 P.M. 
at the Emerald Estates, 3855 Greenspring Avenue, for community activities with the residents. Our members 
who attend regularly, Mary Gaskins, President Phyllis Purnell and Beverly Reid have enjoyed the sessions.
Several retired teachers are residents of Emerald Estates including our 2010 luncheon honoree, Mary C. 
Allen. On April 12th, she celebrated her 104th birthday.

Following are the dates for your invitation to come to Emerald Estates:

THURSDAYS -	 September 8, October 13, November 10, December 8, January 12, February 9, 			 
			   March 8, April 12, May 10 and June 14.

Since the residents anxiously look forward to receiving prizes during the group activities, please support us 
by purchasing gifts that include the following: large print books, puzzles, Bibles, lotion, shaving cream, after 
shave lotion or spray, powder, toilet tissue, facial tissue, nail polish, body wash, toothpaste (no mouthwash) 
and head scarves. You may bring  your donation to Emerald Estates or to our Luncheon on October 4.

We look forward to seeing you there!

the chorus — dr. ruth pratt’s effort
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INFO ABOUT CLOTHES DRYERS! This is big!
The heating unit went out on my dryerl The gentleman that fixes things around the house for us told us that he wanted to 
show us something and he went over to the dryer and pulled out the lint filter. It was clean. He told us that he wanted to 
show us something; he took the filter over to the sink and ran hot water over it. The lint filter is made of mesh material.

Well... the hot water just sat on top of the mesh! It didn’t go through it at all! He told us that dryer sheets cause a film 
over that mesh; that's what can burn out the heating unit.

You can’t SEE the film, but it’s there. It’s what is in the dryer sheets to make your clothes soft and static free ... that nice 
fragrance too. Dryer sheets can feel waxy when you take them out of the box ... this stuff builds up on your clothes and 
on your lint screen. THIS IS ALSO WHAT CAUSES DRYER UNITS TO POTENTIALLY BURN YOUR HOUSE 
DOWN WITH IT! He said the best way to keep your dryer working for a very long time (and to keep your electric bill 
lower) is to take that filter out and wash it with hot soapy water and an old toothbrush (or other brush) at least every six 
months. He said that makes the life of the dryer last at least twice as long!

Test your screen yourself. Pass this on to other people! Not only could you save someone’s home, but it could save 
someone’s life.

Suggested Payment Schedule
$50.00 deposit due by July 8, 2011
2nd payment $78 due August 10, 2011
3rd payment $78 due September 10, 2011
Final payment $79 due October 5, 2011

Departing from: Rogers Avenue Metro Parking Lot
4300 Hayward Avenue - Baltimore, Maryland 21215

Make checks payable to ABCPSR
Mail to: Phyllis Purnell, 1 Orkney Court, Baltimore, MD 21212

285.00

RESERVATION FORM • NEW YORK DECEMBER 9-11, 2011

Name _________________________________________________________________________	 Amount $ __________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________	 Phone _____________________

Roommate ____________________________________________________________________	 Amount $ __________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________	 Phone _____________________

Check one:

r  I would like to see a play.	   r  I would not like to see a play.

Insurance information is available upon request
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Association of Baltimore City Public School RetireesFRIENDSHIP COMMITTEE – Welcome Aboard!

The Friendship Committee is happy to have a new member, Mildred Forehand on board! She will be 
responsible for sending spring greeting cards. Vivian Reed will continue to send Holiday cards in the 
winter.

	 The following members have received cards:
		  1.  Ruth Tignor Rosedom - sympathy card to family
		  2.  Bernice Dutton - sympathy card to family
		  3.  Mary Lou Sanders - sympathy card to family
		  4.  Edward Boston - sympathy -loss of cousin
		  5.  Louise H. Jackson -sympathy card to family
		  6.  Robert Palumbi - get-well card
		  7.  Velma Hicks - sympathy -loss of two nephews
		  8.  Patricia B. Richardson - sympathy card, loss of mother-in-law
		  9.  Kathryn Millings - sympathy card to family
		  10.  Kathleen Cain - get well card
		  11.  Mary Urquhart - get well card	

Spring Luncheon  DOOR PRIZES

1.  $50 Bill - Janet Merritt
2.  $25 Gift Certificate (Macy’s) - Jean Beckett
3.  $25 Gift Certificate (Giant) - Henry Philyaw
4.  Flowers - Jean Chaney
5.  Book of stamps - Edna Randolph
6.  Plant - Nahketah Johnson
7.  Bottle of Wine - Lucy Miller
8.  Plant - Lottie Lucas
9.  Bottle of Wine - Marilyn Beatty
10.  Bottle of Wine - Hortense H. Henry

50/50 Raffle Winner $65 - Gwendolyn Howard

IN MEMORY OF A RETIRED TEACHER

On Saturday, May 14, 2011, residents of the Beckett-Green complex in Owings Mills gathered at 2:00 p.m. 
in front of 9450 Wordsworth Way for the planting of a tree in memory of Betty Louise Warren, retired 
teacher. Her last assignment was at Cecil Elementary School #7 in Baltimore City.

The plaque located in front of the tree indicates that Betty had worked on the grounds from 2002 - 2010. 
Several neighbors and friends were at the tree planting including our ABCPSR members, Betty Fitzgerald 
and Beverly Reid (Betty Warren’s sister). Whenever you are in the Beckett-Green section of Owings Mills, 
take time to stop to see this tree.

– COMMITTEES –
Executive Committee		  membership consists of all elected officers.

Advisory Council		  membership consists of the president, vice president and all committee chairs.

Archives 			   responsible for maintaining all historically significant documents of the
				    organization.

Awards / Recognitions 	 responsible for recommending members and community persons for 	 	
				    recognition of outstanding volunteerism. Selects award for local
				    Outstanding Teacher of the Year.

Budget & Finance		  responsible for receiving budget requests from committees and preparing 	
				    annual operation budget.

Bylaws 			   responsible for drafting any proposed changes/amendments to the bylaws.

Friendship			   responsible for reporting to the executive committee any assistance needed by
				    members and sending appropriate remembrances to individuals and families.

Legislative 			   responsible for maintaining liaison with MRSPA and local government on
				    keeping membership apprised of any and all legislative issues affecting 		
				    retirees pension and health benefits.

Luncheon			   responsible for planning location, menu and all matters pertinent to the semi
				    annual luncheon meetings. Executive committee must approve plans.

Member Benefits 		  responsible for keeping membership advised on matters concerning
				    health, insurance and other available benefits.

Membership 	 		  responsible for maintaining current membership roll. Works with MRSPA 	
				    to insure accuracy of membership roster. Solicits new members.

Necrology			   responsible for notifying membership of deceased members.

Nominations 	 		  responsible for preparing proposed slate of officers and submitting to
				    Executive Committee.

Publicity / Publications	 responsible for publication of newsletter and any public information regarding 	
				    the organization.

Treasurer / Asst. Treasurer	 responsible for maintaining all financial records, making deposits, writing 	
				    checks, etc. with approval of the president.

Trips / Activities		  responsible for planning and and implementation of trips and social activities 	
				    for membership.

Consumer Education	 	 responsible for keeping membership on the alert for discount benefits, senior 	
				    frauds and other false practices.

Scholarship / Endowment	 responsible for monitoring and keeping membership informed regarding the 	
				    status of our fund and soliciting donations to the fund.

JOIN ONE!


